NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL / LADOT MOU

PROPOSED POINTS OF AGREEMENT

The following is intended to serve as a basis for the memorandum of understanding between neighborhood councils and the Los Angeles Department of Transportation. The goal is to work together to create a mechanism enabling the department to better utilize resources to respond to community needs and councils to better inform and influence LADOT’s delivery of services and development of policy and priorities.
1. NOTIFICATION: The neighborhood councils want to be told, at the beginning of the process, about specific transportation-related matters affecting their areas and the entire city so they may have adequate time to consider and comment. A minimum notice of 60 days is needed for a neighborhood council to take official action. In conjunction with LADOT, the councils will develop specific requirements for notification. The goal is to involve councils at the earliest moment in a transparent and far-reaching effort to develop plans and policy.
2. EDUCATION and OUTREACH: The neighborhood councils will work with LADOT to provide methods for educating groups and individuals about the department and transportation issues in general so they may participate in discussions in a meaningful way. These methods shall include, but not be limited to, printed and electronic materials, seminars, workshops, and other educational events.
3. CONSULTATION and COMMENT: The neighborhood councils seek to create mechanisms for timely consultation and comment on transportation-related issues and policies. Councils will work with LADOT to identify means to expedite communication between communities and the department. LADOT will identify officials who act as liaisons with councils and points of contact for official communication. The councils will identify individuals who will act, on the councils’ behalf, as points of contact for LADOT. The councils and LADOT will also work to provide opportunities for greater public input, including educational workshops, “town hall” forums and surveys, so there is an ongoing dialogue.

4. ADHERENCE TO REGULATIONS: The neighborhood councils expect LADOT to adhere to rules, regulations and law regarding transportation and planning issues, including officially-approved general and community plans. The councils expect LADOT to comply with the spirit, as well as the letter, of the law. A public process to handle exceptions to LADOT policy and guidelines shall be established and must include neighborhood council participation.

5. NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL/LADOT WORKING GROUP: The neighborhood councils will establish a group to meet regularly with LADOT management for the purpose of consulting on transportation-related priorities and policies and ensuring the integrity of the MOU. The group will be chosen by the councils and consult with LADOT on issues of common concern. The group is not intended to be a substitute for, or intermediary of, individual councils with regard to local issues. It is expected that individual councils will continue to work with LADOT staff on matters affecting specific neighborhoods.
